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This year has been very eventful here in the U.K.

The most outstanding event was the surprise outcome of the referendum held in June
and the decision to leave the European Union. There was a great deal of incorrect
information given to the people during the run up to the referendum, and there were
many reasons why so many of those people voted to leave. Certainly there were those
who genuinely thought that the EU was already starting to disintegrate economically,
but many people were tired of rules and regulations imposed from Brussels not only
regarding serious matters such as immigration, but even silly considerations like the
shape of the bananas that could be sold! There was also a large majority who were
disillusioned with our politicians and the system, and felt that voting to leave Europe
was a way of expressing those feelings. The result was very close:

Leave 17,410,742 51.89%, Remain 16,141,241 48.11%. Even though it was
such a small majority, the decision had to be upheld. However the process of leaving is
in fact taking quite a long time and the people who wanted to remain are still trying to

find ways of reversing the decision!

On a much less dramatic level, as Kagawa Ambassador I have continued to promote our
beautiful prefecture to all the people I meet with in the U.K. I have been busy giving
talks to various organisations throughout the year, and in August students from

Naoshima came to the city and in addition to seeing the city of Liverpool and some of
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its famous historical places, (see photo), they took part in the bi-annual Japan Day. Of
course I was there too telling people about Kagawa.

In November, after 50 years, I was invited to my alma mater, Sheffield University where
I had been the first student in the UK to study Japanese, and gave a talk to the current
students of Japanese about my career and the privilege of representing Kagawa as a
goodwill ambassador.
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